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Throughout the last year of growth, the Tree of Life in 
Washington Park has gained another ring. Similarly, 
Hospice of Dubuque has encircled many new families 
with compassionate care. The Tree of Life stands as a 
symbol of the consolation drawn from the memories of a 
loved one.

The Hospice of Dubuque Board of Directors, Staff and 
Volunteers invite the entire community to gather in 
Washington Park for the annual Hospice of Dubuque Tree 
of Life Memorial Service and Tree Lighting Ceremony on 
Tuesday, May 24, at 7:30 pm. Each year, the Tree of Life 
is decorated with lights representing a person remembered 
or honored and remains lit through Memorial Day. Join us as we share music, reflections and 
companionship during the brief ceremony and let the memories of those we love be relived in our 
minds and hearts.

If you would like to remember someone with a light, send a tax-deductible gift of any amount, 
along with the name of the person who has touched your life to Hospice of Dubuque. All names 
received by Friday, May 20, will be included in the Tree of Life program. All donations are used to 
continue the mission of providing compassionate care for the terminally ill and their loved ones in 
the tri-state area.  On behalf of those members of the community who benefit from your continuing 
generosity, thank you.

Again this year, Behr’s Funeral Home is the sponsor of advertising 
for the Tree of Life Memorial Service. We thank them for their 
commitment to Hospice of Dubuque and to this event.

Volunteer Week
April 10-16

Please join us for a retirement reception

The entire community is invited to an Open House in 
honor of the retirement of Hospice of Dubuque’s Executive 
Director, Barbara Zoeller. The Open House will be held 
Wednesday, April 13, from 2 to 4 pm in the Theisen 
Education Center at Hospice of Dubuque, 1670 JFK Road. 
Please join us to celebrate and thank Barb for her 24 years 
of  dedication to Hospice of Dubuque. 
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Thank you
Barbara Zoeller, Executive Director
As I write this, the days are getting longer and the snow is melting. It is the time of year 
that we know we’ll make it through the last of the winter assaults and spring is near.

This expectation of spring, brings to mind how many times  I have witnessed families 
learning to face adversity by taking the process one day at a time. When as staff, we have 
been challenged, our mantra has been, “this too shall pass.”  Over my years as Hospice of 
Dubuque Executive Director, I have had the privilege of watching caregivers give and give, 
beyond exhaustion, when they needed to do so. I have seen dying individuals experience 
one loss after another, but do so with grace. I have seen volunteers generously give, just 
because someone needed help or support. I have worked with volunteer board members 
whom have added one more meeting to their busy schedules because they desired, for 
this community, the care that Hospice of Dubuque provides. And I have seen events that 
resulted from hundreds of volunteer hours that were freely given because the organizers 
and volunteers believed in the mission of Hospice of Dubuque. 

These manifestations of care and support have been my experiences with Hospice 
of Dubuque families, volunteers and community members. Thus, how could I not be 
passionate about something so powerful and positive? In addition to the giving that I have 
witnessed, it has been my privilege to work with skilled and compassionate professionals 
and dedicated volunteers throughout the organization and community. When your work 
includes these experiences it is not work, it is a privilege to be involved with something 
that makes such a difference in lives. 

This is my last newsletter article, thus I am taking this opportunity to say thank you to 
all those who have touched my professional life. You have taught me lessons regarding 
tenacity in the face of adversity as well as the many facets of love and true honor.  Thank you 
for the many wonderful memories, the affirmations of the human spirit and the examples 
of genuine kindness. As I write this, I know the organization is in capable and dedicated 
hands and the transition will be smooth. Although I feel sad to leave, I am anxious to start 
the next phase of my life. I depart with an immense gratitude to all at Hospice of Dubuque 
who have touched my life and to all whom have supported Hospice of Dubuque in so many 
ways. Our combined efforts have enabled this organization to be what it has become. A 
final thank you must go to the Hospice of Dubuque staff. As we have worked to move 

into the new era of hospice care, you have helped to maintain the essence of what the hospice pioneers gathered to establish as the gold 
standard model for end-of-life care in this community. The result has been hospice care with which I have been proud to be associated. 
Farewell and best wishes to all. My association with you and Hospice of Dubuque has been a true pleasure. Thank you. 

Spring Bereavement Groups are 
currently being held and more 
sessions will be available in the fall.

If you are interested in attending an 
upcoming  Bereavement Support Group, or 
would like more information, call Jessica, 
Bereavement Coordinator, at 563.582.1220.

Bereavement 
Support Groups

Medical Directors
Mark Hermann, MD, Co-Medical Director
Brian Sullivan, MD, Co-Medical Director

Administrative Staff
Barbara Zoeller, Executive Director
Lavonne Noel, Financial Director
Nancy Diehm, Psychosocial Director
Bonnie Hancock, Patient Care Director
Katy Morrow, Nursing Services Director
Renee Frith, Nursing Services Director

Officers, Board of Directors
Brad Heying, President
Susan Bushman, Vice President
Fr. William Joensen, Secretary
Bruce Rehmke, Treasurer

Members, Board of Directors
Greg Birkett
Cindy Burdt
Carole Carroll
Larry Cremer
Vicki Dirksen
Jared Freiburger, DO
Tom Giese 
Amy Gilligan
Eileen LeMay
Allen Meurer, MD
Rev. Kathleen Milligan
Francis “Chip” Murray
Stephanie Savage
Chris Schiesl 
Betty Takes

Members, Foundation Board
Don Freymann
Rita Helle
Mike Martin
Bill Maiers
Bob Miller
Bruce Rehmke
Chuck Schrup III
Ken Snodgrass

You matter to the last 
moment of your life, and we 
will do all we can, not only to 
help you die peacefully, but also 
to live until you die.”

- Dame Cicely Saunders
Founder, St. Christopher’s Hospice




